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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. For a system or an apparatus or a machine to 
be a physical object, at least one recited element must be hardware. It is unclear to the 
examiner whether any of the limitations of claims 5-8 necessarily recite hardware. 
According to the applicants specification paragraph [0029] on page 3, an apparatus may 
be defined as software alone, a computer program per se and^jp rejected for being 
non-statutory. 

To expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claims rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 101 (non-statutory) above are further rejected as set forth below in 
anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four statutory 
categories of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Tang 
et al. (International Publication Number WO 03/050684 hereinafter "Tang"). 

5. As per claims 1, 5, 9, and 13, Tang teaches a method, apparatus, medium, and 
system for burst mode data transfers (delivered small bursts, lines 15-16, paragraph 
[0022]) between a CPU (central processor, element 510, figure 5) and a FIFO (figure 1), 
the CPU adapted to execute a burst mode (burst mode lines 6-7, paragraph [0029]) 
memory access instruction defining multiple memory addresses (FIFO memory circuitry 
includes (addresses) storage locations for control bits and data bits, lines 6-7, 
paragraph [0034]), the method comprising the steps of: 

Decoding (decompression logic included in the FIFO memory, paragraph 
[0028]) the multiple memory addresses to produce an output that is the same for each 
of the multiple memory addresses (burst operations transfers data from multiple 
memory locations concurrently allowing for equating output lines, paragraph [0024]); 
and 

accessing the FIFO repeatedly, for each of the multiple addresses, by use 
of said output (multiple transactions with large amounts of data can arrive in rapid 
succession, paragraph [0029]). 
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6. As per claims 2, 6, 10, and 14 Tang teaches a method, apparatus, medium, and 
system further comprising placing the multiple memory addresses sequentially on a bus 
(lines 9 - 14, paragraph [0022]), and sequentially receiving the multiple memory 
addresses from the bus for said step of decoding (delivered as small bursts, lines 15 - 
16, paragraph [0022]). 

7. As per claims 3, 7, 11, and 15 Tang teaches a method, apparatus, medium and 
system wherein said step of accessing is read accessing (read cycles, paragraph 
[0026], Reads from FIFO memory, paragraph [0033]). 

8. As per claims 4, 8, 12, and 16 Tang teaches a method, apparatus, medium and 
system wherein said step of accessing is write accessing (write cycles, paragraph 
[0026], written into the FIFO memory, paragraph [0042]). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Examiner makes note of references are cited to further show the 
state of the art as it pertains to the applicants invention, teaching burst modes for CPU 
and FIFO inclusively. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aurangzeb Hassan whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-8625. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 AM to 
5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh can be reached on (571)272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



AH 

3/31/2006 




